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From the Woodshed ...

A TOPHAI

Now Ludwig & Ludwig introduces another big FIRST to add to their list of important mer-
chandise improvements and developments, and it promises to be a big favorite with
progressive drummers who want the latest and finest in drum finishes. Aristocratic in it'’s
general styling, the beautiful White Avalon Pearl which covers the Bass Drum, Snare Drum,
and Tom Tom Shells is further enhanced in appearance with the addition of the attractive
“Top Hat” design...which is actually part of the pearl itself and not “pasted on” or painted
to the outside. You'll be amazed at the striking beauty and attraction which this new, mod-
ern creation in drum pearls provides. This outfit is trulv “Tops™ in appearance, ... Don't buy
any outfit until you see this one!... reprinted from Ludwig catalog circa 1940

by Jack Lawton

Around 1940. the
Ludwig & Ludwig
Drum Company intro-
duced this unique
Avalon Pearl finish,
which was only avail-
able for a few years.
For the progressive
drummer who wanted
his “Swing Sensation”

Fast forward fifiy-five
years or so. [ received
several photos in the
mail from friend and
fellow collector Chuck
Scalia. He had just
acquired a set of
Ludwig & Ludwigs
finished in Top Hat &
Cane. The outfit was

outfit covered in this
new material. he'd
have to shell out an
additional $ 17.00. The
“Swing  Sensation™
outfit consisted of a
6.5 x 14 wood shell
snare drum, 14 x 26
separate tension bass
drum. 7 x 11, 9 x 13,

previously stored on a
damp cellar floor for
many years without
the bottom heads on
the toms. Needless 1o
say. that kind of envi-
ronment takes it's toll
on glue rings and bear-
ing edges. Fortunately.
the finish was siill

and 14 x 16 separate tension tom toms, cymbals, hard-  intact and in good condition, with the exception of
ware, sticks and brushes, all for a list price of $ 342.00!  some cracks and lifted seams on the bass drum. This

AND TWO RIGHT GLOVES

-19 -







